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MINUTES 

 
 
Present: Councillors: I Courts, K Grinsell, K Hawkins, A Mackiewicz, K Meeson, 

T Richards OBE, A Rolf, R Sleigh OBE, J Tildesley, A Adeyemo, 
S Caudwell and F Nash 
 

Officers: Nick Page, Paul Johnson, Deborah Merry, Andrew Kinsey, Mary 
Morrissey, Perry Wardle, Gary Palmer, Mark Andrews, Walter Bailey 
and Jane Game 
 

  
 

1. APOLOGIES  
 
None were received. 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST  
 
Cllr Hawkins advised he knew one of the residents referred to in Mr Coombs 
deputation. 
 

3. QUESTIONS AND DEPUTATIONS  
 
Three requests were received to address Cabinet from residents of the 
Borough: 
 

 Mrs McGarry asked when the Local Plan Transport Assessment would 
be made public. 

 

 Mr Coombs made a deputation setting out his concerns regarding the 
“Arden Triangle” (site 9). 
 

 Cllr McLoughlin made a deputation setting out his concern regarding the 
length of the consultation period being the statutory minimum of 6 weeks 
during a pandemic and the need for the Local Plan in its final format be 
presented to Council for final approval prior to submission to the 
Secretary of State.  

 
The Leader responded to each question and deputation. 
 

4. MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 10 September were presented for 
information only. 
 

RESOLVED: 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 10 September be 
received for information. 
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5. LOCAL PLAN REVIEW – DRAFT SUBMISSION PLAN  

 
The Cabinet was invited to endorse the Local Plan Review - Draft Submission Plan 
and asked to make a recommendation to Full Council on 6 October 2020 seeking 
approval for publication of the plan and arrangements for submission of the Plan to the 
Secretary of State for examination. 
 
Members were reminded that the Council had already consulted on Issues and 
Options twice on a Draft Local Plan. These earlier consultations had helped shape the 
content of the Plan and the Council now needed to publish the version of the Plan it 
intended to submit for independent examination. 
 
The Plan contained a strategy and policies that not only set out the level and 
distribution of where growth took place, but also how it was to be undertaken to ensure 
quality outcomes, and importantly where it shouldn’t take place. It was also an 
opportunity to incorporate the Council’s Climate Change Declaration into a statutory 
plan. Detailed in the report was a summary of some of the key components of the Plan 
(paragraph 3.5). The report also detailed what the next steps would be (paragraph 
3.6). 
 
The Leader advised Members that as well as the deputations received at the start of 
the meeting, he had also received a number of written representations from Hampton 
Parish Council and Hockley Heath Parish Council, Knowle Dorridge and Bentley Heath 
Neighbourhood Plan Forum and Pegasus on behalf of their client. The Leader briefed 
Cabinet on the issues raised and the responses to be given. 
 
The Cabinet Member for Climate Change, Planning and Housing set out the context 
for the Plan, and the principles which had informed the development of the Plan. The 
Cabinet Member referenced the evidence base used to inform the Plan and the 
benefits which would result from having an agreed Plan in terms of the Council being 
in control of development within the Borough and the ability to meet the demands for 
more homes, jobs and infrastructure. 
 
Officers advised Members of the legal framework principles which had, had to be 
adhered to while developing the Plan i.e.  positively prepared, justified, effective and 
consistent with national planning policies. Officers also referenced paragraph 3.5 of 
the report in particular (c) and (e) site selection, and specifically the inclusion of sites in 
the green belt. 
 

In considering the report Members asked a number of questions, made a number 
of observations and sought clarification on a number of points which in summary 
included:- 
 

 Officers confirmed that they would clarify issues raised around site SO1; 
 

 Members felt it was important to provide clear explanations about the 
mitigations planed with regard to sites selected which were within the green 
belt; 
 

 It was noted that in relation to the need to increase school capacity, the 
School Organisation Plan would address the increased demand for school 
places; 
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 With regard to concerns about the length of the consultation process, 

Members were reminded about the previous consultations which had been 
undertaken over a number of years and the need to act sooner rather than 
later to ensure that the evidence being relied upon to inform the draft 
submission Plan did not become out of date. The point was also made that 
any further delay in having an agreed Local Plan in place would risk 
planning by appeal, rather than the Council having control; 
 

 Members questioned how the public would know whether what was being 
proposed was legally compliant. Officer advised they would engage with 
people to support their understanding and publish FAQs; 
 

 Officers also clarified what would be considered a major modification 
requiring further Council agreement such as a site being removed from the 
submission Plan and minor modifications which would be delegated to the 
Leader and Cabinet Member for Climate Change, Planning and Housing to 
make such as grammatical or cartography changes; and 
 

 Cabinet Members confirmed that they were content that the draft 
submission had been drawn up in compliance with the legal framework, had 
been developed using an evidence based process, and the consultation 
process up to this point of submission had been proportionate. It was also 
noted that all the representation received during the 6 week consultation 
would be submitted to the Secretary of State for examination. 

  
  

RESOLVED: 
 

(i) That the Local Plan Review - Draft Submission Plan (Appendix A) be 
endorsed; 
 

(ii) That the Sustainability Appraisal (Appendix B) and the Fair Treatment 
Assessment (Appendix C) as supporting documents to the Draft 
Local Plan be noted; 

 
(iii) That Full Council be RECOMMENDED to: 

 

a) Agree the publication of The Draft Submission Plan for a 
period of 6 weeks inviting representations on the 
soundness and legal compliance of the plan; 
 

b) Agree that prior to the formal publication of the Local Plan 
for a statutory period of representations, authority to make 
minor changes to the plan (if necessary) be delegated to 
the Director for Economy & Infrastructure in consultation 
with the Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for 
Climate Change, Planning & Housing. Any such changes 
will be recorded in a schedule and published for 
transparency; and  
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c) That following a review of the representations that are 
subsequently received, delegate authority to the Director 
for Economy & Infrastructure in consultation with the 
Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Climate 
Change, Planning & Housing to take full account of the 
representations received, propose minor amendments to 
the Local Plan (where this is necessary to correct any 
errors and aid clarity) and submit the Local Plan to the 
Secretary of State for a period of public examination. 

 
 
 

7.20 pm 


